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South Whidbey Parks & Recreation District 

April 15, 2015 – Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

I.        Call to Order 

Commissioners Present:  Mark Helpenstell, Bob Hezel and Matt Simms (in person at 6:30 p.m.) 

Staff Present:  Doug Coutts, Tom Fallon (at 6:45 p.m.) and Peggy Nelson 

 

Bob called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.  The attendance sheet is attached for permanent 

records only. 

 

II. Public Comment 

Lou Malzone, a board member of the Freeland Sewer and Water District, said he sent an email to 

the Park District concerning the Park District’s ability to form a metropolitan park district.  Lou 

said he reviewed the RCW’s and he could not find any RCW’s to support the District converting 

to a metropolitan park district.  Lou said if the Island County commissioners supported a 

metropolitan park district, a new district would need to be formed and the current district would 

be phased out.  Lou said the Park District would have to go through the petition method to create 

a metropolitan park district and he advised caution in moving forward with the creation.  Mark 

said the metropolitan park district has only been a discussion item and the conversation has been 

exploratory at best.  Doug said there are other districts that have created metropolitan park 

districts and the Park District would contact them for more information before moving forward.  

Doug said he has contacted MRSC and other attorneys for advice on a metropolitan park district 

and he was only providing information to the Board about a district.  Matt said he did not think 

that the rest of the Board was interested in pursuing a metropolitan park district. 

 

Rufus Rose said that when the economy was in a downturn, the County commissioners were 

looking to drop off responsibilities, including the parks that they manage.  Rufus wondered if the 

Park District or Island County initiated the discussion about the Park District converting to a 

metropolitan park district. Doug said he has had discussions with the County about taking over 

some Island County parks but he was the one who initiated the conversation with the Park 

District commissioners about a metropolitan park district.  Mark said the Park District would 

look at a shift in funding from the County to the Park District if the Park District took on more 

Island County properties. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes  

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on March 18, 2015, were unanimously approved in a motion 

made by Mark and seconded by Matt.  

  

IV.      Treasurer’s Report/Voucher List Approval 

Matt reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. 
 

The ending fund balances, per Island County, were as follows: 

 The Maintenance and Operations Fund was $216,500.55. 

 The Capital Fund was $500.61. 

 The Reserve Fund was $194,463.20. 
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 The Bond Fund was $34,882.80. 

 

Voucher Approval 

In a motion made by Matt and seconded by Mark, the Board unanimously approved the 

Maintenance and Operations Fund Vouchers #6774 through #6833 in the amount of $57,649.09 

and electronic tax payments in the amount of $3,717.03. 

    

V.   Staff Report (to be attached for permanent records) 

Doug reviewed the Staff Report with the commissioners. 

 

Matt said that per the meeting he, Doug and others had with Whidbey General Hospital, the 

Hospital is still interested in a partnership with the Park District for an aquatic facility.  Mark 

asked that a record be kept of the attendees of any meetings with the Hospital.   

 

Doug said that he and Mark attended a Robert’s Rules of Order presentation and a few of the key 

points were:  1) every commissioner speaks once before any other commissioner speaks twice; 

and 2) the chair asks for input from each commissioner but the subject matter is not re-hashed.   

 

VI.   Unfinished Business 

A. Comprehensive Plan Programs 
Doug said the outdoor basketball court had been shifted back and anchored by the 

contractor.  Doug said there was a clean-up day at Lone Lake last weekend.   

 

B. Metropolitan Park District – Answers to Questions 

Doug said that at the last Board meeting, the question was asked if the ballot has to specify a 

levy amount for a metropolitan park district and he said he discovered that the ballot can 

specify an amount but it is not necessary.  Doug said that if they did move forward with a 

metropolitan park district, he would recommend setting the levy amount at the current levy 

amount and any increase in the levy amount would have to go for a public vote. 

   

C. Resolution 2015-03 – Parks Policies Revision 
Doug said Resolution 2015-03 was regarding the update of the Park Policies which were 

discussed at the last Board meeting.  Doug said he spoke with both MRSC and Enduris and 

neither agency had any issues with the revision but MRSC recommended that any long term 

signs in the park be related to the park or someone associated with the park.  Doug said he 

updated the policy to include that recommendation.  Matt made a motion to approve 

Resolution 2015-03 – Revision of Parks Policies and Bob seconded the motion.  The motion 

was unanimously approved. 

        

VII. New Business 

       A.  South Whidbey Parks and Aquatics Foundation - Update  

Krista Loercher, South Whidbey Parks and Aquatics Foundation member, gave the 

commissioners an update on the Foundation.  Krista said that during the first quarter of the 

year, the Foundation held a recruitment event for board members and they now have four 

new board members.  Krista said that one of the new board members, Annette Fly, assisted 

with the meeting at the Hospital.  Krista said they have been working on fund raising which 

included the edible book festival, and the festival proceeds of $790 were donated to the 
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Healthy Island Youth Initiative program (HIYI).  Krista said that in the second quarter, the 

Foundation will be refocusing on the lakes and setting up meetings with the homeowners at 

Deer and Goss Lakes.  Krista said they are getting ready for the third quarter by hosting a 

booth at Bayview Farmer’s Market, a float at the Maxwelton 4th of July parade and a booth 

at Choochokam.   

 

       B.  Discussion – Smoking in Parks 

Doug said there are older signs in Park District parks that state no smoking in the park but 

no smoking is not an official rule of the Park District.  Doug said the current Code of 

Conduct states that smoking is not permitted within 25 feet from any building entrance.  

Doug said Little League policy is that tobacco and cigarettes are prohibited on the fields, 

stands and dugouts.  Doug said the previous Park District policy was smoking was 

prohibited 25 feet from any other person.  Mark asked what the smoking policy was for 

other parks.  Doug said the Seattle Parks Department was starting to ban smoking in parks 

but the rules vary amongst parks and he can do more research on smoking policies.  Mark 

said he is not opposed to banning smoking all together in the parks but he wants more 

information.  Matt said our buildings are our fields, shelters, etc. so naturally these would be 

no smoking areas, but parking lots, etc. may be smoking areas.  Tom said Little League’s 

policy previously was no smoking within 200 feet of the baseball fields but now the 

problem area is the skate park and no smoking is difficult to enforce.  Matt said it is easier to 

enforce a policy if it is simple so he is leaning towards no smoking in the park.  Doug said 

they could designate a smoking area in the park if necessary.   

 

VIII.  Adjournment 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m.   
 


